


ABSTRACT: 

Contemporary architecture has become inhumane when 
compared to the humanistic approaches of Alvar Aalto and Frank 
Lloyd Wright.  Modern architecture primarily seeks visual appeal 
and neglects the other senses of hearing, taste, smell, and touch 
(Pallasmaa, 2005,p. 19).  This study will identify material usage 
and design techniques that entice each of the five senses.  Other 
relevant building types will be analyzed using sensory scripts to 
learn which combination of elements create a sensory rich 
condition.  Similar sensory rich conditions will be designed for a 
Downtown Winery Resort.  The combination of multiple functions 
within the resort such as the educational wine making process with 
wine tasting, a restaurant, sleeping accommodations, and a small 
musical venue will provoke the design to appeal to all of the 
guests’ sensory pleasures.  I also believe this combination of uses 
will bring more visitors to the historic district than any one of the 
single functions would on their own.  The generalizations made from 
this study will broaden the tool kit for designers by providing a 
catalog that describes the role and success of each material use 
and design technique on the sensory experience. 



Design Goals:  

1)To learn how to design spaces that engage the full range 
of human senses.   

2)  To design an architectural atmosphere that evokes an 
emo>onal response.   

3)  To design a facade that respects, compliments and is 
inspired by, but does not imitate the historical character of 
the downtown district.   

4)  To gain an understanding of structural and finish material 
quali>es and how they can assist with crea>ng a sensory 
experience and/or evoking an emo>onal response.   

5)  To exhibit my understanding of the bou>que winemaking 
process.   

GOALS: 



SITE PLAN: 



HISTORIC DOWNTOWN NAVASOTA 



PREVIOUS BUILDING: Navasota City Hall (old bank) 



NEW BUILDING: Information Kiosk, Restrooms,  
         Additional Parking (Not Needed) 



FACADE ANALYSIS: 

•  Mostly structural masonry buildings – brick or  natural stone 

•  Two to three stories tall – double height first story 
•  Second story windows line up horizontally 
•  No setbacks 
•  Storefront windows and awnings maintain the pedestrian scale of the 
streetscape 



PRECEDENCE: 

Peter Gluck and Partners  
New York Townhouse 

Todd Williams and 
Billie Tsien  

New York Townhouse 



North Elevation: 

•  Masonry Building – Natural Dry‐Stack Stone 

•  Three Story Tall (same as original building) 

•  Visual break between second story windows of adjacent buildings that line 
up horizontally 

•  No setbacks 
•  Storefront windows and awnings maintain the pedestrian scale of the 
streetscape 
•  Emphasized corner entrance 



EXTERIOR NIGHT PERSPECTIVE: 



INTERIOR DESIGN: AREAS OF FOCUS 

1. LOBBY/RESTAURANT/WINE BAR, 2. GUEST ROOM,  
3. WINE BAR/WINERY, 4. MUSICAL VENUE/COURTYARD 

1 

3 

4 

2 



INTERIOR DESIGN: LOBBY/RECEPTION 

As you enter the lobby from the busy, vehicular-dominated street, the aroma 
of mint and lemon iced tea immediately refreshes your senses.  You notice a 
perspiring glass pitcher on the reception desk straight ahead and you move 
in that direction to appease your sudden sense of thirst.  Your arms contact 
the cold stone surface that seems as if it was specifically designed to cradle 
your arms and a delightful chill comes over your body.  Instantly the heat 
you felt from driving all day under the Texas sun is abated.  As you wait, 
the pleasant sound of a piano playing somewhere on an upper floor 
envelops you as you look up through the opening in the floor above and 
wonder what it is like up there. Once check-in is complete, you are asked to 
sign a large, heavy ledger that smells of leather and you get the sense that 
your visit to this place will be permanently recorded in history.  You are then 
handed a most unusual-hand crafted metal key that fits perfectly between 
your thumb and first two fingers.  You are given didactic instructions to your 
room on the third floor and the unusual key in your hand promises of more 
surprises to come.  As you turn to make your way up the suspended wooden 
stairs, you notice that your bags have already been carried to the room.  
The concierge invites you to come back downstairs after you are settled for 
a complimentary winery tour and wine tasting that he guarantees you will 
not forget.  As the sun is setting on the horizon, you notice the incredible, 
ethereal light coming through the seemingly simple stone wall and you get 
the sense that you have transported into an old world wine cellar. 



INTERIOR DESIGN: LOBBY/RECEPTION 

•  Soapstone Countertop 
•  Large, heavy, leather ledger 
•  View Upstairs 
•  Recycled Wine Barrel Floor 
•  Recycled Wine Barrel Hoop desk 



INTERIOR DESIGN: LOBBY/RECEPTION 



INTERIOR DESIGN: LOBBY/RECEPTION 



INTERIOR DESIGN: LOBBY/RECEPTION 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Guest Room 

•  Personalized experience 
•  Operable windows along green Trellis wall 
with sheer curtains that blow in the wind 
•  Light colored finishes  
•  Large luxury bathroom 

•  TV hidden in cabinet 
•  Individual Balcony with views of Downtown 
Navasota or Courtyard 

•  Relaxing Environment 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Guest Room 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Corner Guest Room 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Winery/Wine Bar 

•  Feeling of crushing grapes under your 
feet 
•  The smells of the fermenta>on and 
aging process 

•  The sounds of bo^ling  
•  Finally the taste of a perfectly aged 
cabernet sauvignon with a medium‐
rare filet mignon 



WINERY: Crush Pad 

•  Located at loading dock off of the 
alleyway on the ground level  



WINERY: Fermentation 

•  Oak Fermenta>on Tank instead of 
stainless steel 
•  Basket Press 



WINERY: Bottling 

•  Small Bo^ling Machine 

•  Should be in it’s own room for 
sanita>on reasons 



WINERY: Cased Wine Storage 

•  Storage for wine aaer it is bo^led 
•  52 degree temperature 

•  Separate Room 



WINERY: Cased Wine Storage 

•  Stacked storage for oak wine 
barrels (American Oak and French 
Oak are different sizes)  

• Two rows, 5 barrels high 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Wine Bar 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Musical Venue & Courtyard 

•  Two Performance Areas: Indoor and 
Outdoor Courtyard  
•  Adjustable Secng 

•  Waterwall 

•  Adjustable Ligh>ng 
•  Good Acous>cs 
•  Connec>on to Courtyard 
•   Backlit stacked glass wall  
•  Bar height moveable tables with fire pit 
in the winter and plants in the summer 



INTERIOR DESIGN: Musical Venue & Courtyard 



THANK YOU FOR VISITING THE DOWNTOWN 
WINERY RESORT IN NAVASOTA! 


